Extracellular activity in Cryptococcus neoformans strains isolated from AIDS patients and from environmental sources.
Nineteen Cryptococcus neoformans strains isolated from AIDS patients and 16 from bird droppings were tested for their extracellular activity. Typical enzymatic activity that was different from other medically important yeasts was found. The results obtained may indicate that there are new extracellular enzymatic activities that imply a relationship between C. neoformans and its virulence. A correlation among the different enzymatic activities was also investigated and according to the results obtained no relationship was observed among any of the recorded extracellular enzymatic activities. Research on C. neoformans extracellular enzymatic activity is useful not only to better understand its metabolism but in particular to establish a possible relationship between its virulence and pathogenicity.